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Disability Evaluation Under Social Security 

*12.05 Intellectual disability: intellectual disability refers to significantly 

subaverage general intellectual functioning with deficits in adaptive functioning initially 

manifested during the developmental period; i.e., the evidence demonstrates or supports 

onset of the impairment before age 22. 

The required level of severity for this disorder is met when the requirements in A, B, C, 

or D are satisfied. 

A. Mental incapacity evidenced by dependence upon others for personal needs (e.g., 

toileting, eating, dressing, or bathing) and inability to follow directions, such that the 

use of standardized measures of intellectual functioning is precluded; 

OR 

B. A valid verbal, performance, or full scale IQ of 59 or less; 

OR 

C. A valid verbal, performance, or full scale IQ of 60 through 70 and a physical or other 

mental impairment imposing an additional and significant work-related limitation of 

function; 

OR 

D. A valid verbal, performance, or full scale IQ of 60 through 70, resulting in at least 

two of the following: 

1. Marked restriction of activities of daily living; or 

2. Marked difficulties in maintaining social functioning; or 

3. Marked difficulties in maintaining concentration, persistence, or pace; or 

4. Repeated episodes of decompensation, each of extended duration. 
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