
Disability Evaluation Under Social Security  

*14.02 Systemic lupus erythematosus. As described in 14.00D1. With: 

A. Involvement of two or more organs/body systems, with: 

1. One of the organs/body systems involved to at least a moderate level of 

severity; and 

2. At least two of the constitutional symptoms or signs (severe fatigue, fever, 

malaise, or involuntary weight loss). 

OR 

B. Repeated manifestations of SLE, with at least two of the constitutional symptoms or 

signs (severe fatigue, fever, malaise, or involuntary weight loss) and one of the following 

at the marked level: 

1. Limitation of activities of daily living. 

2. Limitation in maintaining social functioning. 

3. Limitation in completing tasks in a timely manner due to deficiencies in 

concentration, persistence, or pace. 

 

 

14.00D1. Systemic lupus erythematosus (14.02). 

a. General. Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a chronic inflammatory disease that 

can affect any organ or body system. It is frequently, but not always, accompanied by 

constitutional symptoms or signs (severe fatigue, fever, malaise, involuntary weight 

loss). Major organ or body system involvement can include: Respiratory (pleuritis, 

pneumonitis), cardiovascular (endocarditis, myocarditis, pericarditis, vasculitis), renal 

(glomerulonephritis), hematologic (anemia, leukopenia, thrombocytopenia), skin 

(photosensitivity), neurologic (seizures), mental (anxiety, fluctuating cognition (“lupus 

fog”), mood disorders, organic brain syndrome, psychosis), or immune system disorders 

(inflammatory arthritis). Immunologically, there is an array of circulating serum auto-



antibodies and pro- and anti-coagulant proteins that may occur in a highly variable 

pattern. 

b. Documentation of SLE. Generally, but not always, the medical evidence will show 

that your SLE satisfies the criteria in the current “Criteria for the Classification of 

Systemic Lupus Erythematosus” by the American College of Rheumatology found in the 

most recent edition of the Primer on the Rheumatic Diseases published by the Arthritis 

Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note: All information has been copied directly from the Social Security website at 
http://www.socialsecurity.gov. The specific website for this information can be found at 
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/14.00-Immune-
Adult.htm#14_02  
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